
12-18-2017 Pet Rescue story: Joey Smith 
 
 Joey found himself a “stray” in Lamar, a small ranching town in southeast Colorado, in a 
“kill” shelter and was scheduled to be euthanized! Fortunately, he was “saved” by a local 
resident who knew to contact Safe Harbor Lab Rescue in Denver.  Joey was picked up by 
Safe Harbor volunteers and driven to a vet hospital in Denver – a round trip of 400-plus 
miles – where all rescued Safe Harbor Labs receive a thorough examination prior to a stay 
in a foster home and then… placement in a “forever home.”  
 
 At the vet hospital, Joey, thought to be about age 10 and covered with fleas, was 
diagnosed with heart worm disease, and treatment was begun STAT! Dental surgery 
removed several rotted, not just decayed, teeth.  Joey began to have seizures … another 
medication.  He had not been neutered … another surgery. A very skinny Joey weighed 
58#, and for his size an ideal weight would be 75# which he reached after a number of 
months of two meals a day and, of course, treats. As his health improved his golden coat 
became ever more beautiful and matched his golden eyes! 
 
Joey was a calm, happy, trusting, people and toy - loving guy. We don’t know, but we believe 
he was a well-loved and cared for Lab who might have “lost his way” or was “dropped off” 
due to the economic plight of his owners in that area of Colorado. 
     
Joey loved ice cream, snuggling up beside us on our couch, his toys, riding in our Subaru 
Forester “in the way back” and, particularly, his Dad!    
 
Because we have always adopted older Labs, they are not with us for very many years. Yet 
they always bring laughter, joy, and a sense of commitment to our lives. Joey was with us 
from July 2012 until at age 14, he was diagnosed with a brain tumor in August 2016; his 
condition rapidly worsened, and we, along with his caring vet, decided it was time for us to 
say good-bye to our Joey - a sweet and loving boy to the end. We will always miss him…  
 
Ginny and Roy Smith 

 
 
 
  


